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to silence has been relaxed by mutual consent
and the permission of the Sovereign, Such was
the case on the resignation of Lords Carnarvor
and Derby in 1879, that of the Unionist
ministers in 1886, and that of Mr. Chamberlain,
Mr, Eitchie, Lord George Hamilton, and Lord
Balfour of Burleigh, in September, 1903. The last
was an interesting illustration of the curious in-
formality with which the proceedings of a Cabinet
Council are conducted; for it was clear, from the
subsequent disclosures of some of the Free Trade
ministers, [that they were unaware of the fact that
Mr. Chamberlain had offered his resignation to
the Prime Minister before the Cabinet met. The
Premier believed that his colleagues were cognisant
of this important circumstance, and apparently some
of them- were; but in the buzz of conversation
which prevailed the statements made were not
completely understood by all the ministers. When
there are eighteen or twenty gentlemen assembled
in a conference, at which no particular rules of
order are observed, it must, no doubt, often be
difficult for everybody to follow the proceedings*
But these revelations of Cabinet mysteries are
extremely rare. It remains broadly true that the
highest concerns of the nation are discussed and
decided in close conclave.*

* Occasionally confidential Cabinet minutes have been
drawn np and submitted to the Sovereign. But the only
public document, necessarily signed by all the members of
the Cabinet, is said to be the Order for General Beprisala,
which constitutes a declaration of war, and is issued with the
signatures of the Cabinet Ministers. This document is
technically an order of the Privy Council, and it is signed by
ministers in their capacity as Privy Councillors. On July 19